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DO THIS NOW!
Click the AUDIO SETUP WIZARD button

& follow the directions.

Click the TALK button to turn on your microphone.

Click the TALK button again to turn it off.

NEED ATTENTION?
Want to get the moderator’s attention?

Click the RAISE HAND button.

HAVE A QUESTION?
Type your questions & comments in the

ROOM CHAT tab, and press the Enter key 

on your keyboard.
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WHY SHOULD
PLAGIARISM

MAKE YOU

HAPPY

1. The ‘term paper’ is challenged by this.
And that's a good thing.

2. The institutional grading practices are 
challenged by this. And that’s a good thing.

3. The assumption of knowledge as ‘stored 
information & skills’ is challenged by this.
And that’s a good thing.

4. Facing these challenges allows us to teach 
students authentic scholarship & research skills.
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Take a Tour of Online Paper Mills

Design Assignments with a Low Probability of Plagiarism

Design Instruction that Prevents Plagiarism

Discover Handy Tools Available to Saint Leo Instructors

What are we going to do today?
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Field Trip to a Paper Mill:  CourseHero.com
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Field Trip to a Paper Mill:  SchoolSucks.com
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Field Trip to a Paper Mill:  ThePaperExperts.com
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Head ‘em off

at the pass!

Photograph adapted from
 the original by Erwin E. Sm

ith available under a Public Dom
ain license.
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Use a Research Question Rubric

KEY
ATTRIBUTES WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE ON PAPER?

Level 1 Asks for 
simple recall

My research is about a broad topic. I can complete the assignment by using a general reference source 
such as an encyclopedia. I have no personal questions about the topic.

Level 2 Asks a 
specific 
question

My research answers a question that helps me narrow the focus of my search. This question may mean 
that I need to go to various sources to gather enough information to get a reliable answer. The conclusion 
of the research will ask me to give a supported answer to the question.

Level 3 Asks for a 
personal 
response

My research answers a question of personal relevance. To answer this question I may need to consult not 
just secondary sources such as magazines, newspapers, books or the Internet, but use primary sources 
of information such as original surveys, interviews, or source documents.

Level 4 Includes a 
call to action

My research answers a personal question about the topic, and contains information that may be of use to 
decision-makers as they make policy or distribute funds. The result of my research is a well supported 
conclusion that contains a call for action on the part of an organization or government body. There will be 
a plan to distribute this information.
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Improving Research Questions
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE ON PAPER? EXAMPLE (THREADED DISCUSSION)

Level
1

My research is about a broad topic. I can complete the assignment by 
using a general reference source such as an encyclopedia. I have no 
personal questions about the topic.

Discuss some of the failures of government agencies prior to 
the events on 9-11-2001.

Level 
2

My research answers a question that helps me narrow the focus of my 
search. This question may mean that I need to go to various sources to 
gather enough information to get a reliable answer. The conclusion of 
the research will ask me to give a supported answer to the question.

Level
3

My research answers a question of personal relevance. To answer this 
question I may need to consult not just secondary sources such as 
magazines, newspapers, books or the Internet, but use primary sources 
of information such as original surveys, interviews, or source 
documents.

Level 
4

My research answers a personal question about the topic, and contains 
information that may be of use to decision-makers as they make policy 
or distribute funds. The result of my research is a well supported 
conclusion that contains a call for action on the part of an organization 
or government body. There will be a plan to distribute this information.
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What’s Your Coaching Style: Prevention or Placebo?
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Re-structure Assignments with Scaffolding
MODULE EXAMPLE SCAFFOLDING (PAPER)

1
Students read material for context, and submit a one-paragraph ‘researchable 
question’ emerging from their study of the material.

2
Students compile a working bibliography (correctly formatted) of possible
sources of information on their research question.

3
Students write summaries of three of their sources that offer different points of 
view or kinds of evidence for their research question. 

4
Students write a letter to a friend in which they engage their friend’s interest in 
their research question, referencing their sources of information, explaining 
where those sources came from, and making their own claim about the topic. 

5
Students write their papers, using the letter as a kind of first draft.
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Use a Threaded Discussion with Multiple Topics
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Use a Threaded Discussion with Multiple Topics
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Scaffolding in LearningStudio: A Few Options

•Multiple Threaded Discussions
•Multiple Topic threads on a single 

Threaded Discussion
•Multiple Dropboxes
•Multiple Emails
•Multiple ClassLive Pro (Blackboard 

Collaborate) web conferences
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Scaffolding Tips
• Establish & publish a schedule
• Create low-stakes checkpoints

• Ungraded, or a single grade as part of final product
• Allow them to fall into writing pits without getting hurt

• Build topics early
• Require specific components

• Use 1+ sources written within the past 12 months
• Use 1+ sources from specific materials you provide
• Use specific information (a dataset, etc.) you provide
• Use a personal interview with an expert or authority

• Require revisions
(Dropbox, Turnitin & Threaded Discussions)

• Require a reflective journal
• Require live interactions (Chat, ClassLive Pro & 

Blackboard Collaborate web conferencing)
• Students tell their research story
• Students present their findings
• Meet regularly in one-on-one writing conferences

http://www.saintleo.edu/it
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Re-structure Assignments with Scaffolding
LESSON EXAMPLE SCAFFOLDING (PAPER) LEARNINGSTUDIO TOOL

1 Class Discussion: How to find and develop research questions Threaded Discussion

2 Annotated bibliography assignment Dropbox

3
Thesis + outline in-class workshop or required writing center visit Threaded Discussion

ClassLive Pro / Blackboard Collaborate
Screenshot / E-mail from Tutoring

4 Provide a mini-lesson or handouts on effective source integration 
and/or citation guidelines appropriate to the discipline

Doc Sharing
Announcement

5
First draft peer review ClassLive Pro / Blackboard Collaborate

Threaded Discussion
Dropbox + Turnitin Peermark

6 Final draft due Dropbox + Turnitin

http://www.saintleo.edu/it
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Other Instructional Strategies

Photos by Mike Carlson, Saint Leo University
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Other Instructional Strategies Photos by Mike Carlson, Saint Leo University

Decision tree from the University of California San Diego library available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0 United States License at http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/guides/preventing-plagiarism/tips-to-avoid-plagiarism.html
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Graph from Andrew Beaujon, The Poynter Institute, retrieved from http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/225373/researchers-identify-most-common-forms-of-plagiarism/
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Point-of-Need Writing Support
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How Can You Lower the Probability of Plagiarism?
Professor Ronald Burgundy is teaching 
a unit where students should learn how 
to critically analyze news media
through the lens of gender studies.
He would like students to produce a 
research paper as evidence of their 
learning.

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES
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How Can You Lower the Probability of Plagiarism?
Professor Veronica Corningstone is 
teaching a unit where students should 
learn how to critically analyze news 
media through the lens of gender 
studies.
Corningstone would like students to 
produce a research paper as evidence 
of their learning.
Let’s say she is teaching this course for 
the Center for Online Learning (COL) 
and doesn’t need to modify the core 
assignment.
How can she use the tools at her 
disposal instead?

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES
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How Can You Lower the Probability of Plagiarism?
Hubert Farnsworth teaches an introductory 
English composition course on argument 
and the module theme is ecocriticism.
Farnsworth’s students should be able to 
understand the ways that ecocritics “think 
and write about non-textual mediations of 
our environment,” so that students can 
understand argument as it takes shape in 
non-textual sources outside of class.

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES

http://www.saintleo.edu/it


Instructional Technology
Darcy Goshorn, M.S.

Instructional Technologistwww.saintleo.edu/it
Claudia Ruiz, M.Ed.

Assistant Director

CLAIM YOUR PAPER MILL BUSTER CERTIFICATE!
1. Think of an existing assignment in your class, one with a high 

probability of plagiarism. Redesign the assignment to give it a 
lower probability of plagiarism using the skills learned during 
this training.

2. Go to  h t t p : / / s a i n t l e o . i t / p r e v e n t i o n
3. Click the Claim Certificate button.
4. Complete the form, including a description of your newly 

redesigned L.P.P. assignment.
5. Your training certificate will be e-mailed to you.


